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...OKAY, I THINK

WE JUST STAY ON ROUTE
TWENTY-TWO FOR ANOTHER
TWELVE MILES.

THAT IS NOT Wl
THE SOUND OF [ %

DOING WHAT I CAN
HERE, PAL. I WASN'T THE
ONE WHO BOUGHT A MAP

FROM A STORE CALLED
"WICKED CURIOSITIES.”

A

I THOUGHT IT
WAS "WICKED” AS IN
"“SUPER GREAT.”




STILL DOESN'T MEAN v WELL, IF WE'RE
THE MAP’'S BOGUS. LOST, MAYBE WE
WITCHES AND WAR-  SHOULD BREAK FOR
LOCKS CAN'T ALL LUNCH AND MAKE
BE VILLAINS. SENSE OF
— THE MAP.

NO, BOULDER.
I'M PRETTY SURE IT
WAS "WICKED,” AS IN
“MADE BY WITCHES
AND WARLOCKS.”

= WORKS FOR
“ ME/ EATING WILL
f\ HELP ME THINK.

vgh, where
did you Pu+

would you put
it where i can't

PANTRY. WHERE
IT GOES.




THE
ULTIMATE
CURE FOR THE
FRUSTRATED
ADVENTURER/

LET'S PICNIC [aee
BY THAT

AND I

" MIGHT NEED A
GOOD FLY AFTER |
THIS FEAST/ |

we meet 39din, cike. gyour
: brothers fell before me HEY, WHERE
N and so shall gou~- YOU GOINZ

) l_]'"'\ll
: J\I JhL.'f“}""--l?

_."u i
o




S YR MiFFIN S

AH-OOUT:

" ah, well.

| TRIED TO
\ WARN IM. &

5 A4 DNT

KNW UF AH CN
SLW_DN_ENUF
T' SEVE YU

SUM! §




r HOW CAN YOU
TURN YOUR NOSE "...FORAGED
UP AT CONFECTION FRUIT?
PERFECTION BUT
GET JAZZED
ABOUT...

I NOTICED SOME
APPLE TREES
ALONG THE
WAY.

GoOT
ENOUGH FOR
BOTH OF
Us.

BECAUSE
IT'S TASTY?

AT LEAST IT'S FREE.)

THANK YOU
DEAR FRIEND.

SR R —

0 --PAYI

CLIENTS--FREE FOOD'S ALL WE GOT A REAL
WE GOT ON THE MENU. STEADY INCOME

AROBLEM PAL.

K
)8

WE'LL FIND |
) SOUETHING J

ALWAYS SAY.

BUT THIS IS
MY LAST SLICE
OF CAKE/




AT LEAST WE
KNOW WHERE
WE ARE, NOW.

WHR? ) THE LIZARD
PEOPLE'S
KINGDOM.

IF MEMORY SERVES, THEIR
MINES ARE JUST SOUTH OF
THE KINGDOM PROPER.

SO WE'LL
SWING NORTH
AFTER LUNCH.

L

ABLE TO LAND }
A GIG THERE. /

WE COULD
[ ALWAYS SEE
| IF THOSE MINERS
\ NEED ANY HELP.

LOOKS
LIKE FUN.




WHAT ARE
YOU, NUTS?
D’YOU HAVE ANY

BESIDES,
EVEN FROM
HERE I CAN SEE
THAT OPERATION
[\ HAS A LOAD OF
'\ PROBLEMS.

| IDEA HOW TOUCGH )
'\ MINING ISz /

THE SUPPORTS N
ON THE ENTRANCE
ARE BUCKLING...

... THAT
CRANE LOOKS
LIKE IT HASN'T
SEEN MAINTEN-
ANCE SINCE

SHIPPING
CRATES ARE
BARELY HOLDING
TOGETHER.

THEY DIG VP
THE PRECIOUS METALS,
BUT NONE OF THE WEALTH

IS BEING PUT BACK INTO
THE OPERATION. 4

MESSAGING'S LOUD
HARD AND THANKLESS J0B.

AND CLEAR--THIS IS A



YEAH, BUT YOU GET TO DRIVE
THOSE NEAT LITTLE CARS

oh, cake, YOU ARE ¢\

$ GONE FROM THIS WORLD™ §
TOO SOON.




LEAVE THE FEE
NEGOTIATIONS TO
ME THIS TIME, k?

SOUNDED \J
MORE LIKE AN }
EXPLOSION! _

AND I N
DIDN'T SPOT
ANY BLASTING

EQUIPMENT
IN THEIR
. SETUP/

PRIORITIES,
FLEET/ LET'S JUST
FOCUS ON HELPING

THOSE MINERS/




C’MON,
ELMER/ WE
GOTTA GET
OUTTA HERE
BEFORE THE
MINE, J.f“' =Y

PINNED--/

|\ 4RE YOU
\ ALRIGHT?




GOTCHA. JUST NEED TO
FIGURE OUT GETTING RID
OF THIS ROCK WITHOUT
HURTING ANYONE.

: r‘HTP\C‘H-
NG9 Z

AND MAYBE
YOU CAN GIVE US A
CLUE AS TO WHAT'S
GOING ON HERE.

THIS
WAY TO
SAFETY,
FELLAS.

I DUNNO,
MA'AM! BUT
THERE ARE
TWO MORE
INSIDE/

:;.- ...

ALL CLEAR
OVER HERE,

¥ coop 1O |
KNOW. YOU
HEAR THAT, |
BOULDER? |

NOW
PITCH THAT
THING BEFORE
YOU HERNIATE
SOMETHING/




YEESH, WATCH YOUR
STEP. FLOOR'S
PRETTY UNEVEN
IN HERE.

Y THINK THESE
{ CUYS EVER HEARD
[\ _OF A TAMPER?

AAAND
RIGHT ON
TARGET/

I THINK THOSE SHARP,
CRITICAL EYES OF YOURS
WOULD BE BETTER USED
IN FINDING THE MINERS.




PSH/ FLEET'S PLAYBOOK, PACGE
TWELVE: "NEVER STOP SCANNING
FOR PROBLEMS, EVEN WHEN
ON A RESCUE MISSION.”

AND

TRY NOT TO WALK,
{ JUST HOLD ON TO
AND WE'LL GET YO
OUT OF HERE.

o,
BOULDER.... JA%




THIS MINE
AN’ ALL ITS
TASTY METALS
ARE NOW OFF

LIMITS...

GOT AN EXTRA COPY V[ [17))
OF THAT PLAYBOOKZ }

‘CAUSE YOU |
JUST RAN INTO 4
THE VARSITY
TEAM. A

N

..,AN, I
DOUBLE DARE
oy et 11
AINT S0




hnh.
MINERAL )

excuse
me?
{ -3ha-

'/~ RUBE,
[ MAY T SEE

YOU FOR A
2\ MOMENT?

ONLY TAKE N
ASEC. AN

O D |

WHAT DID WE TALK
ABOUT, HUH? WE WERE ALL
WHAT?/  SUPPOSED TO MAKE
: THE BIG APPEARANCE
TOGETHER/

Ugh,

here we go...



PERCEPTION IS EVERYTHING.
IF WE’ RE C.OING TO SUCCEED AT
0 COME OFF AS

I KNOW "WE GOTTA
COME OFF AS ONE BIG

NO, HERE YOV GO. AGAIN. YOU
DIDN'T EVEN MENTION THE GROUP
--JUST JUMPED OUT THERE LIKE

YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE
WORTH NOTICING.

FEARSOME GANG.”

J varsity
y  team,

jeez /4

OKAY, BUT DOESN'T A BIG PART
OF BEING FEARSOME INVOLVE
BEATING PEOPLE UP?

SO YOU WOULD
RATHER BE A THUG ),
THAN A LEGEND, /I
I GUESS?

AND YOU DON'T
GET A SECOND SHOT
AT AN OPENING ACT.




YEAH, NO
FOOLINZ

oh, YOV'LL BE GOING DOWN,
BECAUSE YOU JUST CROSSED
PATHS WITH THE FOUR

um,

YOU COMIN’

WE GOIN’

IN?

--WHERE ARE THE
OTHER TWO?




ROCKSANNE! AGNES/

o mah SAPPH.FIRE!
thiths’s LOOK! THEY

DUG UP SOME
MOLYBDENUM/

aaaa

SOUNDS
DELICIOVUS, AND
r M HUNGRY TOO,

.WE HAVEN'T HAD SLOW-ROASTED o /7
MOLYBDENUM IN AGES. I'M THINKING @&/ 7
WITH AN IRON GLAZE?

PNy _ 000! RUSTIC!

¥ YWall BUT WE NEED OUR
Griteg,\ GREENS. MAYBE
' COPPER?

QUIT
TRADING
A AND GET
- YOUR
BUTTS
OVER
HERE/




AS 1 was } 7 )
SAVING-- J 7

COING DOWN/

P ]
iy ’
| .
Er

‘CAUSE YOV JUST
CROSSED PATHS WITH
THE FOUR MOST DANGEROUS
BANDITS ON THE PLANET--




YEAHZ WELL, YOU JUST
CROSSED PATHS WiTH | THAY PUTFOSED 10

NONE OTHER THAN

“gem girls”...Z
re 3”3?

TWO
SYLLABLES,
ALLITERATION,
ROLLS OFF THE
TONGUE ANDWE
CANDISCUSS
THISLATER/

ARE YOU
FAMOUS?

NRNN. LET'S
JUST GET THIS
OVER WITH...

LET ME TRY
SOMETHING.




WERE NOT W/ BUT IF YOU INSIST ON ’F
LOOKING FOR FORCING US INTO ONE, ||
AFICHT. 4 .\ AT LEAST LET US FIRST |
GET THESE MINERS /g

TO SAFETY.

SOME OF THEM
NEED MEDICAL ATTENTION,
AND I'D RATHER NOT HAVE
| HARM COME TO ANY OTHERS.

IT'S SO CUTE HOW = SOUNDS REASONABLE. ALL WE REALLY
YOU THINK THEY'LL Y | WANT IS THE METAL, YOU KNOW?

AND WHILE
THEY GET THE
LIZARDS OUTTA
HERE WE BREAK
FOR LUNCH/

GO FOR THAT.

ALWAYS

WORTH

A SHOT,
FLEET.




GIRLS! Focus! 7 A\ == e == SO SEE T
YOU ALL MADE A |7 &/ e B W  THROUGH,
COMMITMENT, oS 4PN A - =~ L% 4\

RIGHTZ/ \

THOSE FEET, ¥ --THESE AIN'T
BOULDER - - TOOTHPICKS!




STAY HERE AND KEEP
YOUR HEADS DOWN.
WE'LL TAKE CARE
OF THIS.

LEMME
GET THE HEAT
OFFA YOU.

A SPEEDY
DELIVERY FOR }
YOUR FACE/

BIG EGOS
MAKE EASY
TARGETS/




aw, COME ON, BIG SHOT. I'M OKAY, FIRST IMPRES-
BRIGHT YELLOW, HOW HARD BOULDER. SIONS, AMIRITE?
CAN IT BE TO GET ME? SHE'S GOOD | By g )

W\ Mg Vo Vo rin s, , AND RILED.

A"‘ / LET'S V4 SHE'S TRYING (/=

‘ {4 PUT ALID | TO LOOK BAD. i
A ON THIS! YKNOW, TO |

7 O oo GET THEM

gt/ | A\ COCKkY?

Y Y f{
O\,

" REALLY?
MARES 1T 100K T
SO EASY! e

THIS'LL BE A HECKUVA LOT EASIER IF
\ YOU STOP WITH THE CHUMMY CHIT-
' CHAT AND GET TO WORK/

TAKE THE
LADY BIRD. I'M
ABOUT TO HAVE
BEAR PROBLEMS/







FLATTENED, LIKE, 4
RIGHT NOW! A

.-

=

= You (OT
IT, SAPPH.

HAS A POINT, Ja\
THOUGH--

--WE NEVER DID N (¢
f{ AL ACREEON A IR

ABOUT “GENIAL

CEMSZ” THAT ONE |
| /S ACTUALLY AL-
LITERATIVE AND f£——



MAULERS/

NICE ONE.
I KINDA LIKE
ROCK TUMBLERS.

&\ VOTE FOR MINERAL

v/ w

SOMEONE NEEDS A LESSON
IN PERSONAL SPACE
ETIQUETTE.

D —wy
o/ Wodh
WO\
| o

HEY, YOU
INTERRUPTED
ROCKSANNE.
TALK ABOUT
ETIQUETTE/ 4

TIME FOR ME
TO DIG SOME

-~ CAUSE ‘I
DON'T DIG RUDE




OKAY, FUN IS FUN, \
BUT YOU CAN LET —O
ME DOWN, NOW. /= A\

HAPPY TO
OBLIGE. FIRST LET'S
FIND A PLACE TO PUT
YOU WHERE YOU CAN'T
CAUSE SO MUCH
TROUBLE - -




THAT'S
WHAT YOU
GET--/

YOV

3ha ha
A%Eégz YEAH I WAS

WORRIED
I'D HURT
Yov/

I WAS
WORRIED
I'D CRUSHED
Yov/

IT'S SO NICE TO
SEE THAT EVERYONE IS
OKAY! NOW CAN WE PLEASE
TURN OUR ATTENTION
BACK TO THE BEARZ/




..FINE, BUT YOU DON'T = 2T
GET TO COMPLAIN WHEN (7 < S dhn..
POSTERS. HEY DID THEIR

IT'S GREAT
TO DO YOUR

--PROVIDED THAT
A |T'S ON THE RIGHT
S\ THINGS.

LIKE MINE CART
CONSTRUCTION.




.."THE PRECIOUS il o)l O SHITEFUL
PREDATORS'Z 0”7\ M SrARKLIES

A LITTLE
FEEDBACK
WOULD GO

A LONG WAY,

--"RUBE AND

THE RECKLESS &
ENDANGER-  jg
MENTS"?




SEE_IF WE
(CAN'T BREAK
OUR SPEED
\t FLAPPING

\ RECORD,

KEEP MOVING,
GANG/ T'M GONNA
TRY TO USE THIS

THING'S MOMENTUM
AGAINST IT, BUT
N NO PROMISES!




7 o, WHO AM I KIDDINGZ BOULDER'S |
\_GOT THE MUSCLES BETWEEN US--




Swhew!z

ARE WE ALL 1
DOING OVER |

nice job,

OKAY, MA'AM.
THANKS TO

/ Q

/Y Ms. girD-- S
, ' LOOK OUT/

HEY, GENIUS,
| IF YOU'RE GONNA
74\ FIGHT DIRTY, YOU

COULD AT LEAST

AIM STRAIGHT/!




yuP, I JUST NV
PLAIN STINK al}
AT THIS.

L LIKE I WAS
GETTING YOU NEAR
| THE GORGE WALL
SO I COULD DO
THIS--/



“ T'HECK
OUT OF THERE.

WITH THIS!
BIRD.

( LOOKIT ME ) |
\ “SHAkING. )|

WAIT,
WHERE ARE
YOU GOING,
MARISA?

RELAX, "N
SCREAMZILLA.
I JUST WANNA
DOWN FOR THE

COUNT.

[ SHE WAS ONLY TRYING }
\_ TO PROTECT US... /|

= =556 i :
| A& | .1
o Il 1%
(s A ¥ | i
i g

WOW, N
DON'T CARE.
GOT METAL

TO EAT.

I'M DONE
LETTING THESE
MINERAL BANDITS




HEY, GEM \e—i
GIRL, WE'RE -
NOT FINISHED,




N YOU ALRIGHT | .
IN THEREZ /| il I
4‘ " I ‘\.‘ 2 ~?
, 9,

DON T CARE. YLATER
GOT FRIENDS  TATER.
TO HELP. _

i Irv-



..WAIT, HOW
MUCH FOQOD DID
YOU BRINGZ MY
ARM IS FALLING MY TEACHER

OFF, HERE. /3 \yAXING ON
— ( ABOUT "BALANCE
7\ AND VARIETY.

ah, THIS SPOT V~ "

LOOKS PERFECT/ _, WHAT
SUCH A GREAT D70V 3AY,
VIEW OF THE | DANZ 4

I SEEM
TO RECALL

7 THE BEACH
[ WOULDA BEEN
BETTER...

Y r.

balance
| doesnt mean
~ fwo of every-
: 'H'u'ng...
SUPPOSE
THIS'LL DO.

WHERE SHOULD WE START?
SANDWICHES? SIDES? :
DESSERTS? <

HOW ‘BOUT
WE GET SET UP |
FIRST, HUHZ /

SORRY,
JUST A LITTLE
GIDDY. PULLED AN\
ALL-NIGHTER COOKING
AND BAKING FOR TODAY.

COULDA :
PICKED A QUIETER
SPOT. WHAT IS THAT,
CONSTRUCTION?




YOU GOT ENOUGH HERE FOR
SEVEN IRON MASTER EATING
CHEF TOURNAMENTS, KESUKE.

47

YOU SAID WAIT UNTIL
WE'RE SET UP/

‘ EATERS
ARE ALWAYS
READY WHEN
TRAINING/




YOU BAKED Y THATS (&
IT, DIDN'T HALFWAY TO | i}
youz A EATING IT. 1

T IT'S THE EAT BE MERRY CRISS
'\ CROSS/ WHAT'S WRONG
“WITH YOU?

S I--I NEVER

S { COULD BEAT THE
LATTICE CRUST
\  PIE, DAN. _

-._ v Y g

[/ ah..BUT SO
MANY CHAMPION

\ EATING CHEFS'LL i~
\BE THERE.. /|

.SUPPOSING N
I FAIL IN FRONT YU
| OF ALL OF THEM... ) W




>SIGH: KESUKE, THE LEVEL OF
EFFORT YOV PUT IN GREATLY
OUTWEIGHS WHETHER YOV
WIN OR LOSE.

AT
YOU'VE BEEN
CAN WIN IF YOU TRAINING HARD.
DON'T TRY. I KNOW YOU
GOT THIS.

DAN IS SO PATIENT WITH
ME. I'VE GOT TO MAKE
HIM PROUD/

IT ANOTHER GO,
SHALL WE?

———

~" GIMME '\
EVERYTHING |
YOU GOT, K



LATTICE CRUST
PIE--MEET THE
BELLY OF YOUR




/ ..WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM?

| I HEARD NORTHERN BEARS ARE
FEARLESS. COME ON OUVT,
YA FURRY COWARD/

)

[ sWHEW/: THANKS
\_FOR THAT, DAN.

LET'S BACK
UP BEFORE THIS |}
BECOMES A FULL /|
ROCKSLIDE.

SAYS THE
MINERAL GAL
BLASTING AT
AN UNARMED
OPPONENT.

MY
TRAINING
\_ PlE--/

BESIDES,
YOU CAN'T
BE BRAVE IF
YOU AREN'T
AFRAID.

OH, BLEGH.
PLATITUDES MAKE
ME BREAK OUT--INTO
A CRYSTAL BARRAGE/




I THINK I SEE A TREATMENT
FOR YOUR AFFLICTION,
SAPPH-FIRE.

YEAHZ X
WELL, MY
PRIMARY PRE-
SCRIBED A DAILY
SMACKDOWN ON
LAME BEARS WHO
PLAY ARMCHAIR




ew. THE
SQUISHY STUFF
YOU CREATURES EAT,
AND THE NOISES YOU
MAKE WHEN YOU
EAT IT--

YOU MUST
THAT WAS S5 HAVE WORKED
' £ | HARD TO BECOME
SUCH A TERRIFIC
BAKER. THANKS
FOR THE PIE/




WELL, YOU CAN'T BEAT : i1l never be an eater
THAT FOR A REVIEW. of that caliber...
“PIE SO GOOD ITLL o

\ STOP A BATTLE.”

...YOU DONE CONGRATULATING
EVERYONE YETZ 'CAUSE I'M ABOUT
READY TO BUTTON_THIS UP.

41/‘-

SOUNDS
LIKE A GOOD
IDEA--

....OR
HADN'T YOU NICE TRY,
NOTICED THAT SHAGGY, BUT .
A SUBSTANTIAL THIS GEM GIRL'S (5 0ld write
CHUNK OF CLIFF ONLY GOT EYES S oo
IS DANGLING FOR YOUR ! -
ABOVE US? DEMISE/ own....




THAT'S RIGHT, BIG GUY W7 AND BE
--RUN ON_HOME/ SURE TO TELL

‘EM SAPPH-FIRE
AND THE GEM
GIRLS SENT

THINK
T'LL STICK
AROUND FOR A
LITTLE WHILE
LONGER...




SN/ 1DoNT MEAN NN
UH B_[Jgr }‘RC%%BLIE)E JSEU'A
AGNES! g\ BIT OF TEAMWORK N\
§  OVER HERE/ O

YOU JUST \ I/ g—
GOT FOULED (=
OUT-- e

ACCOUNT OF

8 PLAYING UN-

@A NECESSARILY
ROUGH!

-




AND YOR NI N
TEAM WILL HAVE |
TO GET BY-- A= --WHILE YOV

SPEND FOUR
MINUTES-- L7

PENALTY
BOX! fo==




. [ THERE, THAT OUGHT TO KEEP |
| YOU GUT OF TROUBLE WHILE
> FLEET AND I ROUND UP

[ AW, LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE
HAVING FUN OVER THERE.

NOTICED THAT ONE OF
\  YOUR TEAM NEEDS
N\ ASSISTANCE/ '

oh ha ha thos righ wer
suffose tu helf saff
-Pig\nduh bear...




ON OUR WAY, TP e
SAPPH-FIRE/ /] "'rlgln'f here in
' My molg\odenum
i'm just
gonnid s3dve
a ‘PE\N‘ 'Por'

STE%% I'LL HIT Y




MISTER BEAR/ Y
o0 SOMETHING TER-

| RIBLE HAS HAPPENED
AND I NEED YOU TO

\_ COME WITH-- ‘
HAPPY TO NGO

2§ HELP IN ANY WAY
{2 THAT I CAN. BUT

e, FIRST--

~~ __DOES THE PLOW
ON YOUR TRACTOR
" DETATCH?

I'LL DO
MY BEST
TO BRING IT
BACK UN-
DAMACGED!




FAIR

WARNING:

KINDA HARD
TO STOP ME
ONCE T GET
. ROLLING.

--DIVERT Y |
YOU!




THAT
W A4S SUF_E
~JUDE, BEAFR/
YOU SHZULD
dGiLe 70
ROC' HAN Ik
i 4" Nr“ + .’

WHAT -
EVER YOV
SAY--OR

SAID.

BUT FOR

NOW, AS
S FLEET SUG-
N\ CESTED--

[ PUT A LID
ON THIS! |




CAN BILL US FOR THE

DAMAGES. NOW, LET'S SEE
IF WE CAN'T FIGURE OUT
WHAT TO DO WITH YOV,
MY MINERAL FRIEND.

Wiy —s—
ANNE € © B3AC!.
ArD LETS ME UT
O" HFF NOU'KL
NCniv SO
'F {9 1%

HEY, EASY, THERE. I'M
HAPPY TO GET YOV OVUT--
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS AGREE
\ TO LEAVE THESE PEOPLE AND
N THEIR MINE IN PEACE.




NOT GONNA HAPPEN,

YOU MINERAL PUNK/




MOVE THOSE
LEGS, KESUKE/










"wﬂ_ LIKE A WELL-OILED MACHINE.
2 NOW WE GET YOUR METAL
AND BIG FUZZY'S TOO TIED
UP TO STOP US.

IF MR. BEAR'S STRENGTH FAILS, WHAAT NO, NO IT WON'T. IT

ALL OF THAT ROCK TORN UP BY ISNT THAT MUCH ROCK.
THE CLIFF CHUNK COULD RAIN —

DOWN AND BURY US ALL/ 4 RIGHT?




T THAT IS
[ ALL SORTS OF
\_NOT GOOD.

LET'S CLEAR
OUTTA HERE,
AGNES/

GET BACK
HERE, YOU | "




BETTER GET
WHILE THE GOING
IS GOOD, RUBE/

WHAT--2 YOU CAN'T
\ JUST LEAVE ME HERE
N --WERE A TEAM!

s )




WE NEVER
AGREED TO US
ALL GOIN" DOWN
WITH THE SHIP/

WELL I GUESS YOU DIDN'T/
LOOKS LIKE I WAS THE
ONLY ONE WHO HAD ANY

SENSE OF SOLEMNITY
WHEN PLEDGING
MY LOYALTY TO

THE GROUP AND
ITS MISSION/

SO, GO/ WHEN I'M THE MOST
FAMOUS BANDIT EVER AND

THE MEDIA COMES TO INTER-
VIEW ME T'LL BE ALL LIKE:

"RUBEZ WHAT'S A
RUBEZ SOME KIND
' OF SANDWICHZ”

"ROCKSANNE?

SOUNDS LIKE A

STUPID MUSIC
GROUP/”

BUT Y'KNOW WHATZ THEY WON'T
EVEN ASK ABOUT YOU, BECAUSE
THE ONLY ONES WHO GET REMEM-
BERED ARE THE ONES WHO DON'T
BOLT THE MOMENT THINGS GET
A LITTLE TOUGH/

THE ONES WHO PUT
% THEIR TEAM AND
GOALS BEFORE
THEMSELVES/
21 G'WAN, GO/

D WHO NEEDS HALF-
\ HEARTED HELPZ/

'

¢ YOU DIDN'T
* MAKE IT SUPER %
EASY TO STAY,
SAPPH-FIRE.




(| ROCKSANNE...?

GO BACK FOR
SAPPHZ I FEEL
LIKE WE REALLY
{ OUGHTTA GO BACK
FOR SAPPH. DON'T YOUV?




oh, BOO-HOO. gh, L SAPPH MAY
JUST 'CAUSE DOING THIS? [ YELL A BUNCH,
SHE HAS ONE REALLY? BUT SHE'S ON
REAL FEELING OUR TEAM!

WE GOTTA--

SO LET'S \
TEAM UP TO |
RESCUE OUR |
TEAMMATE! J

~ I THINK TIME JUST

GIRLS--/
THAT'S MORE RAN OUT FOR ANY OF
US TO GET AWAY.

LIKE IT, GET ME
| OUTTA HERE/

HOW CAN
WE HELP,

7 SHE'S WITH
THE OTHERS,
FOLLOW ME/




MARISA, WHAT
IN THE WORLD--

UNFORTUNATELY, AND

NO THANKS TO YOV.

WE THINK IT'S JUST

A CONCUSSION, BUT

WE CAN'T WAKE HER.
¢

IT'S OKAY! BELIEVE IT
| OR NOT, THEY'RE HERE
A\ TO HELP THIS TIME. /

S —— - —_— — T
y ]

MIND IF I
TRY AN OLD
MINERAL FOLK

REMEDY?




MS. BIRD/
YOUR BEAR
FRIEND IS IN

A LOT OF

\ﬁappened DANGER/
what GER:

happened

COME ON,
EVERYBODY!







OKAY, WE GOT
A BIG MESS,
PAL.

THERE'S NO WAY YOU
AND THE MINERAL GAL ARE
SETTING THIS THING DOWN
WITHOUT LETTING LOOSE
A PRETTY BIG LANDSLIDE.

BUT TRY NOT TO
SWEAT IT...

¥ .1coT
AN IDEA!




HOW FAST
CAN YOU DI,
MS --2

AGNES.
HOW FASTZ

TR WOR

WE NEED A TRENCH IN FRONT OF

BOULDER AND ROCKSANNE, AND

WE NEED IT NOW. SO HOW
FAST CAN YOU DO ITZ

JHe ol HERE
YOU MINERS COME
IN/ GET THOSE TRAC-
TORS AND KEEP THE
AREA CLEAR/




WE NEED YOUR LASERS. A LOT OF
LOOSE ROCKS MIGHT COME DOWN
ON US ONCE BOULDER AND ROCKSANNE
START WALKING THE CLIFF INTO

THE TRENCH A

P "/*

747 ATTA GIRL, RUBE/

[ SHOW THAT STUPID BIRD
THAT A REAL GEM GIRL
DEFERS ONLY TO OTHER
GEM GIRLS/

WHADDAYA NEED ME [/
TO DO AGAIN, BIRDZ JIf

YOU'RE

JUST BEING
MEAN/




OKAY, AGNES HAS THE

TRENCH UNDERWAY. NOW,

SLOWLY WALK THAT
CLIFF CHUNK DOWN...

YOU DARE
HELP THEM,
ROCKSANNE/

THEY
WOULDN'T -
BE IN THIS MESS
IF THEY HAD JUST | =
MINDED THEIR OWN [~
BUSINESS/

SOZ YOU'RE THE
BIG-SHOT HERO. |
YOU GET US |,
OUT OF IT/ /

WE ARE
BANDITS, AND
WE DON'T
/' ANSWER TO
LOUD-MOUTHED

" WILL YOU GIVE IT
A RESTZ WE'RE ALL
IN DANCER, HERE/

MINERS DO/

JUST CLEARNING
\ DEBRIS, LIKE
YOU SAID/

" BE SURE

TO CLEAR IT |
WAAAAY OUT
OF HERE/










HOPE YOU DON'T MIND I MADE A QUICK
STOP AT OUR PICNIC SITE. THOUGHT
YOU MIGHT NEED A PICK-ME-V "

THANK YOU,
DEAR FRIEND.

YOU WERE
THE MOST
COURAGEQOUS,
HOLDING THAT
CLIFF UP/




THANK YOU. °
WE COULDN'T
HAVE SAVED THE
MINERS WITHOUT
YOUR HELP.

ANYBODY BADLY HURT?

NOPE. MOSTLY A
BUNCH OF PROPERTY
DAMACGE, THANK
GOODNESS.

| MAYBE A

/ CAREER CHANCE IS IN
ORDER. YOV BOTH MAKE

\ BETTER HEROES THAN

2~ BANDITS.

'\...‘- —




JUST THINK OF ALL THE
GOOD THAT WOULD COME OUT
OF TEAMING UP TO PROTECT THE
MINE INSTEAD OF WRECKING

AND STEALING IT.

AND WE
COULD PAY YOV
IN UNPROCESSED
METAL ORE/

HMM. INSTEAD OF LOOKING N ,
FOR NEW MINES TO PLUNDER, | . AQET‘L‘-LLJEE / wodh,
WE HELP KEEP THIS ONE o~ Faiwi\ METAZ WE A what now?
. RUNNINGZ .S ¢4\ __




THERE'S A
WORD FOR WHAT
YOU'RE THINKING
ABOUT, GIRLS:
TREASON/

BUT SAPPH, CAN YOU IMAGINE
HOW GREAT WED ALL BE AS
ENFORCERS OF THE LAW?

/4

ONE DAY, *i 9

. THE PEACEFUL

LIZARD KINGDOM *,
MINERS WERE ,
WORKING .Y
HARD...

: p \ K | ; .
DG AL N TS S MY

SUDDENLY THEY WERE SET
UPON BY THE RUTHLESS
~ MINERAL MEN/







AND THE LIZARDS THROW A PARADE IN THEIR HONOR, AND THEY
ALL GO OUT FOR ANTIMONY CONES AND THE LOCAL NEWS SAYS
SUPER NICE THINGS ABOUT THEM AND

THEY STAY FRIENDS FOREVER.

SERVING PEOPLE--2/

I THOUGHT WE'D AGREED
THAT THERE'S ONLY ONE
WAY TO GET WHAT
YOU WANT--

7 --MAKING PEOPLE
\ AFRAID OF YOU/




AND THE BEST WAY TODO \ (
THAT IS OBLITERATE ANYONE |
STANDING IN YOUR WAY.

e . 7 L
T _t’.“,__"\_‘ .

RESPONSIBILITY
AND POWER--

y -/ N /.
7 PF/CHOOSING
BEING RESPONSIBLE

FOR OTHERS OVER FAME | |10~
AND POWER? SERIOUSLYZ | I/

w .. TS ::':-'.. | \
o f ML ¢ -.
/5/ \t 1 --LIKE THEY'RE
. TWO DIFFERENT
3 THINGS.

f—

N THAT TEARS IT/
GEM GIRLS--

YOU TALK ABOUT |}




HEY SAPPH, MY @
WATCH IS READING
“GETTING WHILE THE
GOING'S GOOD |
O'CLOCK.”

ah--WE'RE OFF
TO FIX MY CANNONS,
IN ORDER TO BETTER
OPERATE AS A TEAM
AND MAKE YOU ALL
SUPER SORRY/

WE'LL ALL
KEEP WORKING
ON HER, BEAR
AND BIRD/

7" AND MAYBE
WE'LL RETURN

—| AS THE MINERAL
&=\ MAULERS:MINE
DEFENDERS/

ID LIKE TO
. BELIEVE THEY CAN |
A GUESS? TURN THINGS AROUND
YOU DON'T IF GIVEN ANOTHER

WANNA CHASE | CHANCE, YEAH.
‘EM DOWN.




THANK YOU FOR
STICKING AROUND TO
HELP WITH CLEANUP.
WE CAN TAKE CARE
OF THINGS FROM

YOU'RE
SUREZ WE

ARE GLAD TO

HELP OUT.

" WED LIKE

ALL THAT'S LEFT
IS TO REPAIR AND
REPLACE THE DAMAGED
EQUIPMENT. A COURIER
IS EN ROUTE TO THE

KINGDOM TO FETCH

A MAINTENANCE
TEAM.

TO EXPRESS |
OUR THANKS

FOR SAVING

U3

WE DON'T

HAVE MUCH,
BUT...

NEED TO--\

7 BUT WE'LL ACCEPT
YOUR KIND OFFER WITH |
DEEPEST GRATITUDE! i




AGAIN, OUR ) | | A IT'S A SPECIAL IT MAY BE
| THANKS. ARg@ias =i MATERIAL USED || USEFUL WHEN
/e IN THE FORGING J\ TRAVELING AT
OF OUR QUEEN'S NIGHT.
TALISMANS. _ _

" OSMIRIDIUM, N\
AN ALLOY FROM
OUR MINES.

well, it’s super W& you're Cirrying
pretty, i'll give it back to the
it that... o wagon, pal.

WE'LL ALWAYS
REMEMBER YOUR
KINDNESS AND
COURACE.




" SO NOW WE'RE
ADVENTURERS FOR
ORE, HUH?

IT SEEMED
PRETTY VALUABLE
TO THEM...

[ COULDA DONE SOMETHING
| ALITTLE MORE SUBSTANTIAL
\ THAT WOULDN'T HAVE SET
‘EM BACK QUITE AS
MUCH.

LIKE SENDING A LETTER OF
RECOMMENDATION BACK
TO THE LIZARD QUEEN

WITH THAT COURIER /=~

THEY MENTIONED. _

4




AND THAT WOULD BE
BETTER BECAUSE...?

| COULDN'T HURT TO PERFORM [
ON A LARGER STAGE, PAL. /

WELL, SHE
MIGHT HAVE A
GIG FOR VS.

MAYBE
CONNECT US
WITH A RICHER,
MORE FAMOUS
GROUP OF
CLIENTS.

STACGE FRIGHT |
EASILY. 4

AND YOU SAW WHAT CHASING
FAME DID FOR SAPPH-FIRE'S
RELATIONSHIPS.

I WAS KINDA OUT OF IT FOR
A BIT BACK THERE. YOU'LL HAVE TO
BRING ME UP TO SPEED ON THE WAY.




B
|J?j:'-' %

5
i
£

ON THE WAY
TO THE LIZARD
KINGDOM?

MAYBE. BUT
FIRST, LET'S
STOP AT ONE OF
ITS SOUTHERN
CANALS.

I KNOW THIS
LITTLE CAKE BAR
THAT SERVES UP A
RED VELVET THAT'LL
MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE
YOU'RE FAMOUS...

THE END
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BOULDER AND FLEET:
ADVENTURERS FOR HIRE

Fleet is a plucky bird with ambition. She’ll settle for
nothing less than to be the greatest adventurer the world
has ever known. Her partner Boulder certainly has the
muscle to help her, but he’s a gentle soul who'd rather
spend peaceful afternoons chatting with locals than
fighting monsters.

Thanks to a faulty map, Boulder and Fleet have found
themselves lost in an unknown land. When they picnic
by a nearby mine, they find themselves caught up in a
battle over precious metals!

“Jerzy Drozd knows his way around adventuring duos, and the perfectly
matched odd couple of Boulder and Fleet is Jerzy at his very best. I hope you
fall in love with these two friends, their hilarious banter, and the optimistic,
anthropomorphic world they inhabit.

I give Boulder and Fleet perhaps the highest praise that can be given to
fictional persons: when they ride off into the sunset I want to go along with
them to see what they get up to next.”

— Ben Hatke, MIGHTY JACK, ZITA THE SPACEGIRL

“Jerzy imbues his animal (and mineral) characters
with such humanity and charm that every scene,
from eating cake to holding up a mountain, shines”
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Read more at
BOULDERANDFLEET.COM
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